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From the Editor

I’'m sorry that this issue is again late. This tiit® my fault, and | apologise. First |
had a hard disk crash on my main computer, whideémp with the computer
being replaced; though | had almost complete bagkigzovering from the
disruption took several weeks. Then family healtbbfems meant we spent more
time looking after our grandchildren than we wexpezting.

Many thanks to those who responded to my appealtefos for publication. | now
have enough for at least two more issues, whiapkhwill get back to the normal
schedule; after that it's up to you! It's possitiat | lost some emails in the
transition between machines; please let me knawrnfething of yours doesn’t
appear.

Tim.
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NEW ENGLAND 1998

by Laurence Bindley

Upon my return from the 1995 NRHS Convention at Lancaster, PA, |
wondered how long that it would be before | would be able to revisit the
USA. | was due to be made redundant in the following January and the
family move to Northern Ireland, originally planned for my retirement, was
being brought forward. The uncertainly of a return visit Stateside was
tempered by the knowledge that all but one of the serviceable mainline
locomotives on the island of Ireland was a product of Le Grange or
London, so | would be able to see American designed and/or built
locomotives more or less when | wanted. This proved to be the case as
until my retirement | commuted to Belfast and took the occasional trip to
Dublin and to Irish Rail’s Inchicore Works.

(Continued on page 3)
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ARRIVALS and
DEPARTURES

This is where we announce rail-related events géjite interest to members
visiting the USA. If you hear of something of irgst to other members, please tell
the Editor.

2008

April 11-13
NRHS Spring Board Meeting, Syracuse, NY

June 16-22
NRHS Annual Convention, Fort Worth/Dallas, TX

October 31—November 2
NRHS Fall Board Meeting, Chicago, IL

There is usually a programme of events run in awtjon with the Board Meetings
and when we get details we will pass them on. Farendetails of any of the above,
please contact Tim Bourne.

2009

May
HRNS Spring Board Meeting, Norwalk, CT

October
NRHS Fall Board Meeting, St Louis, MO

2010

June 22-26
NRHS Annual Convention, Scranton PA

If you'd like colour pictures ...

We're sorry that it now seems unlikely that we Ehalable to locate a printer
who will do colour printing of TAR at a sensibleiqe for the small quantity we
require. We'd be pleased to hear from any member egim suggest one. In the
meantime, the colour pictures are reproduced ofrtepic site on the web, with
a link from our web site, for those who have in&graccess.
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New England 1998

(Continued from page 2)

By the end of 1997 we concluded that the majority of the expenditure
associated with our new home was behind us and we could now afford a
proper holiday. We decided to tour New England, school holidays dictated
that we went In June/July rather than in the autumn. Most trans-Atlantic
flights from the UK at that time departed from the London area with little or
no discount given to connecting flights from Belfast. We didn't see the
sense in paying extra to fly east when we wanted to fly west! Dublin was a
possibility as a departure point but it presented other logistical problems.
The solution was to be provided by Aer Lingus, who some years before had
started a seasonal service between Belfast and Boston/New York via
Shannon and this had been extended to run all year. In addition US
Immigration could be cleared at Shannon. If you were going to be refused
entry into the US it was better to know before leaving Irish soil! This was
clearly the best, and for us the most cost-effective, route. So we booked
the return flights to Boston and commenced planning the itinerary and
booking the accomodation. Although it was to be a family holiday railways
were to be included; certain locations would be visited and that other
railways “found” en route would be ignored unless there was some sign of
activity.

During the last week of June the New England states and New York state
suffered a series of severe storms. On 26" northern Vermont received six
inches of rain within a few hours, causing streams and rivers to become
raging torrents, resulting in washouts and severe flooding. The disruption
was so severe that in some areas it would be several weeks before traffic
could return to any approaching normal. It was against that background
that we were to commence our holiday. On 27" June we flew from
Aldergrove, or Belfast International Airport to give it its posh name, to
Shannon. Clearing US Immigration at Shannon was a pleasant and
efficient undertaking, contrasting greatly with our experience at JFK in 1993
where the staff appeared to have the tact and understanding of Vlad the
Impaler. We then boarded our flight to Boston. As with most trans-Atlantic
flights it was boring and the film was crap. On arrival we collected our
luggage, cleared customs and made our way to the car rental desk. The
saying that we are “two peoples divided by a common language” was
demonstrated when related to descriptions of the car size/capacity. The
terminology used was open to misinterpretation. On previous trips we had
ignored the ‘suggestion’ that we should upgrade to the next car size for a

(Continued on page 4)
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New England 1998

(Continued from page 3)

‘nominal’ fee, but the diagram showing the boot capacity suggested to us
that this time we should upgrade. We were glad that we did. This was one
situation where an Oxford/Websters English dictionary, if such a thing
exists, would have been useful! We collected the car and, after an
unintentional unguided tour of the airport one-way system, found the exit
and proceeded to our motel at Nashua, NH.

The next day we set off on a sightseeing drive around south-west New
Hampshire. Passing through Wilton we came across the old depot, then a
dental practice, behind which was # 1423, a SW9 belonging to the Milford-
Bennington RR. Being a Sunday there was no staff about and we unable to
ascertain the whereabouts of their other loco, SW900 # 901. Later that day
we arrived at Meredith, home of the Winnipesakee Scenic RR. S3 # 1188
was noted in the distance heading its train towards Laconia but due to
heavy traffic we were unable to get close enough to take photos. Dead in
the yard was GE 44t # 2 and two RDC cars. The next locos seen were on
30" at Bellows Falls, VT, where the Green Mountain RR, now part of the
Vermont Railway, was operating a seasonal passenger service over an
otherwise freight line. The weather there was similar to that in Co. Antrim
except that the rain was warm! GMRR GP9 # 1850 + VTR GP18 # 801
switched the yard prior to heading towards Rutland with a freight. At
Bellows Falls there is a junction with the New England Central over whose
line Amtrak also run. While we were waiting to take the train to Chester a
southbound freight arrived from the NEC hauled by Maine Central GP40s #
319+309. After switching the yard they continued south. Our train to
Chester was hauled by GMRR RS1 # 405. It was a pleasant ride despite
the ever present rain and the sound of a demented banjo player on the train
PA. A short distance out of Bellows Falls is Riverside, the original
Steamtown site, very little remained to show its former use. The deli
adjacent to Chester Depot did very good sandwiches. Later that day we
learned that the VTR system suffered when three inches of rain fell to the
south of Burlington causing a washout. This was to close their mainline for
several days and disrupt GMRR traffic. Shortly after returning to Bellows
Falls we saw a northbound freight headed by NEC GP38s #
9534+9530+9520+9523. As our route northwards to Clarendon Jct., NH,
followed the route of the NEC we hoped that we might see some traffic. A
short distance north of Bellows Falls we found that the NEC freight had
stopped, for a meal break and/or a crew change. The location was not

(Continued on page 5)
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Situations Vacant

I have been editor of this newsletter since theptdravas formed; | feel in need
of a rest! It's much easier now than it used todiége the majority of articles
arrive by email or on disk. | use Microsoft Pubéshbut it could be done with
any similar desktop publishing software or just@dvprocessing package.

The job only involves editing, to produce a mastgpy for printing; printing and
distribution is at present handled by David Elliott

Essentials are:

A computer and some suitable software—I use Midtd3ablisher, but
any desktop publishing software would do, as wauld of the better word
processing packages;

Access to email;

A few hours of free time every couple of months.
Desirable are:

Ability to attend occasional committee meeting&ingston;

A scanner and OCR software;

A collection of photos to fill odd corners.

If you're interested, please get in touch, andn &l you more about what is
involved.

Tim Bourne.

January/February 2008
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New England 1998

(Continued from page 4)

good for photography so we proceeded to Clarendon Jct. to await the
freight, we had not long to wait. Clarendon Jct. is the interchange for the
Clarendon Concord RR, their office and engine house being only a couple
of hundred yards to the east of the junction. They had two GE 44t
switchers, # 30 and # 119. In addition to their freight business they had a
contract to restore The Flying Yankee. This 3-car diesel unit was built for
the Boston & Maine, becoming # 6000. During its 22-year career, in which
it travelled 2.75 million miles, it was also known as The Flying Mountainer,
The Cheshire, The Businessman and The Minuteman. Upon retirement in
1957 it went to the Edaville Railroad Museum in Carver, MA., remaining
there until 1963 when it moved to Clarendon Jct.

The following day we left Nashua and headed for our motel at
Montpelier,VT. The first stop on our journey was at North Conway, NH,
home of the Conway Scenic RR. They operate tourist trains on the former
Boston & Maine between Conway and Fabyan. GP7 # 573 was being used
on the North Conway-Conway and North Conway-Bartlett services whilst
FP9As 6505+6516 operated the North Conway-Crawford Notch service.
Amongst the locomotives in the yard were S4 # 1055, Alco 2-8-0 # 501,
Baldwin 2-6-2 # 108 and GE 44t # 15. At the entrance to Loon Mountain
Park on route 112 near Lincoln, NH, a 2-4-2ST (possibly a Baldwin) with a

(Continued on page 6)

One of the Mount Washington engines returns tttrigén” after
coaling. The engine is not coupled to the singtewaich has
independent brakes.

As when Laurence
was visiting, GP7
#573 is still on the
North Conway
shuttle.

Photos accompanying the previous article are nathi@yauthor, but were taken
on a trip to New England to see the fall colourhjcl by coincidence was later
the same year, 1998. I'm sorry about the qualitgyt are stills from a non-digital
video that had first to be copied from tape to tapd then to DVD!
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New England 1998

(Continued from page 5)

few logging cars, which worked on a local logging line, was preserved. At
the Depot Shopping Centre, on the outskirts of Lincoln, also on Route 112,
there was a 15t 4w n.g. Plymouth on a plinth. Lincoln is the home of the
Hobo RR, a tourist line. Our arrival there was in the early evening and after
the last ordinary train of the day. At the otherwise deserted station was
Alco S1 # 959 which was due to haul a dinner train that evening. The
dinner train, which included a 1952 Pullman Dome Car ‘Granite Eagle’, was
in the station yard. Also in the yard were two ex-CPR cabooses, CP4346/7.
Outside the engine house was the other S1, # 1186, which was having its
trucks changed. Also at Lincoln was the White Mountain Central RR,
another tourist line, which had a two-truck Heisler and a Climax as motive
power. This was not visited for one simple reason — | forgot that it was
there! It was to be several days before | remembered but by that time it
was too late as we were then leaving Vermont and heading for New York
State.

Preserved at Barre, VT, alongside the Washington County RR was Barre &
Chelsea RR # 14 (formerly Montpelier & Barre RR), a GE 70t. The engine
house of the WCRR was at Montpelier but on 28" June suffered an arson
attack and was destroyed. One Alco S1, # 29, together with a tamping
machine were inside and were destroyed by the fire and the falling roof.
S1, # 25, which was next to the engine house was burnt beyond repair.
The tamping machine had been acquired as part of a programme to
upgrade the line. When visited on 2™ July, the arrival of a hired Geep from
MEC was awaited. The disruption caused by the storms was still apparent
the next day for the only movement seen was Clarendon & Pittsford GP 38
# 203 switching a yard at Rutland, VT. At White River Jct. Boston & Maine
4-4-0 # 494 was on static display at the station and was undergoing
restoration by the NRHS White River Chapter.

on 4™ July we headed to NE to Newport, VT, a few miles from the
Canadian border where we hoped to see some CP traffic. Dead in the
almost empty yard were Quebec Southern GP35R # 507 and Vermont
Northern GP35R # 513. A worse scene was to be found at Island Pond,
VT, usually a busy interchange between CN and the St Lawrence & Atlantic
RR, there being even less rolling stock and no locomotives. There was,
however, some light relief at Island Pond. The resident police car had a
license plate displaying "COP 1"I!

(Continued on page 7)
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At the end to that week we departed for home. Again the flights were
boring and the film crap (where on earth do they get them from?). Despite
the lack of traffic it was a most enjoyable holiday and we hope to return to
New England, but this time not covering so great an area.

Since writing the first version of this article about five years ago (it's a long
and boring story - so don't ask!) the aviation world has been in turmoil,
existing deep problems made worse by the after-effects of the 11"
September tragedy. Aer Lingus, which had severe financial problems,
reluctantly withdrew their Belfast-Shannon service and closed their Belfast
office. It is now almost back to square one for journeys Stateside; for many
destinations we must still travel east to go west. In that respect Manchester
has since proved to be a worthy alternative to Heathrow for Terminals 1 & 3
are in the same building and FlyBe/British Midland transfers are easy; more
recently it has been used for flights to Washington, Nashville and Las
Vegas. However, all is not doom and gloom for direct flights as Continental
now operate their Belfast-Newark service throughout the year and Zoom (I
kid you not!) operate a summer service to Toronto and Vancouver. Aer
Lingus is making Aldergrove a hub so the reinstatement of the Belfast-
Shannon link is a possibility.

Where to next? Continental to Chicago via Newark in 2008.

Laurence Bindley

A meet, Mount
Washington style.
Two trains going
up the hill fit in
the dead-end
siding while two
descending come
past.
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(Continued from page 9)

Staying at a motel close to Dedham Corp station, on the Franklin line south
of Boston, provided the opportunity to travel on the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority (MBTA) commuter services, known as the T
Boston has two passenger terminals, North Station and (surprise, surprise!)
South Station, both of which have commuter services. Amtrak also serves
South Station. Of the two, South Station had the most to offer the
photographer. The ‘T’ services, which are loco-hauled, were formed of cars
built by Bombardier, Kawasaki (bi-levels), Messerschmitt-Bolkow-Biohm
Gmbh and Pullman Standard (rebuilt by Morrison-Knudson/Amerail), most
consisted of three to seven cars. Motive power being a F40PH-2, FA0PHM-
2C, F40PH-2C or GP40-MC, usually at the country end. The introduction of
the GP40-MC enabled the FL 10s to be withdrawn, some of which could be
seen in open storage a short distance north of North Station. Amtrak
services were mostly hauled by one or two FA0PHs, although some Dash
9-P42Bs were seen on Chicago services.

The ‘T’ also operates a subway (immortalised in the song “MTA” by the
Kingston Trio in the 1960s) consisting of four lines, Blue, Green, Orange
and Red. Although North and South stations are served by the ‘T’ there is
no direct link, due to lack of foresight by the “city fathers”. All lines have
underground, surface and elevated sections. Rolling stock is from various
manufacturers and Is painted in the colour of the line on which it operates.
Those on the Blue, Orange and Red lines were best described as subway
cars and those on the Green Line as trams or LTVs. At the Green Line
level Park Street the ‘T’ had a kiosk selling ‘T’ souvenirs, including ‘T’ tee-
shirts! There was no book on the ‘T". However, | was told that one was in
preparation but not that it was being produced in Britain! The kiosk
appeared only to be open weekdays 10.00-15.00. Strangely, the kiosk
willingly accepted ‘folding stuff’ but not credit cards!

The only other railway location visited was the Old Colony & Fall River RR
Museum situated adjacent to the preserved US warships at Fall river, MA.
The collection consisted of New Haven RDC # 42, a PRR P-70 coach, a
New Haven 40’ boxcar and a NYC caboose.

(Continued on page 11)

Trans-Atlantic Rails 10 January/February 2008

A rare sight—a train ascending Mount Washingtoraatear day!

New England 1998

(Continued from page 6)

Next day we went to Montpelier Jct. to photograph Amtrak’s southbound
Vermonter, this was headed by F40PH # 291, before heading to Mount
Washington, NH, for the Mount Washington Cog Railway. Claimed to be
the world’s first cog (i.e. rack) railway, the railway had seven 0-2-2-0
locomotives built at various dates between 1874 and 1993. The line
commences at about 2,600ft rising to about 6,200ft. According to the
advertising flyer it is “An unforgettable journey to the top of New England”.
What the flyer did not point out is that the peak of Mount Washington is
shrouded in cloud for approximately 300 days each year. For those who
travelled that day, at $39.00 (ca. £27.00 in real money at the 1998
exchange rate) per head, the cloud base was a mere 60ft or so above the
base station thus making it a truly “unforgettable journey” We declined. It
was hoped that there would be some sign of activity on the St Lawrence &
Atlantic RR at Berlin, NH, but this was not to be. At Groveton an StL&ARR
loco could be seen dead amongst freight cars deep inside the yard.
Preserved near the entrance to the Wausau paper mill was an unidentified
0-4-0ST, possibly a Baldwin, together with a caboose.

(Continued on page 8)
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New England 1998

(Continued from page 7)

On 6™ we set off for Albany, NY our next holiday centre. As | wanted to
capture some of the “Big Blue” on film before the split between CSX and
NS, the closeness to Selkirk Yard made Albany the obvious choice. Our
route was via St Albans, VT, and the Canadian Border, as we hoped that
we would, at last, see some Canadian traffic. Not one train was seen, the
effect of the storms on production and transport was still being felt.
However, it was not all doom and gloom. The NEC engine facility at St
Albans was visited, GP38DCs # 952/30/6/9 being seen and duly
photographed. The next day we proceeded to the Selkirk Yard. Within a
few minutes of our arrival the sun disappeared and the heavens opened.
There was some movement in the yard, but not a lot. However, after the
experience in NH and VT, any movement was welcome. A general freight
arrived from the north west hauled by CR CW40-8 # 6239 + SD601 # 5538
+ C39-8 # 6003 + B23-7 # 2810 + GP40-2 # 3277 + SD50 # 6720. This
was followed by the arrival of a transfer freight behind two CR B23-7s, #
6579 leading. Not long after the weather worsened and we decided to call
it a day. Pausing only to attempt to photograph CR C30-7 # 6572 switching
auto-racks we departed for the shelter of one of the shopping malls at
Albany. The bad weather continued into the next day but abated enough
for Batten Kill RR RS3 # 605 to be photographed at Salem, VT. At
Manchester, VT, Green Mountain RR GP9 # 904 was operating the
“Vermont Valley Flyer” between Manchester and Arlington. This was the
first day of operation, having been postponed from 1% July. An
unadvertised feature of one passenger car was the large clear glass
window in the rest room (toilet), allowing one to continue enjoying the
scenery (and passers-by to watch you) whilst using the facilities!

We left Albany on 9™ and headed for our motel at Waterbury, CT, via the
Pioneer Valley RR at Westfield, MA. Our arrival at Westfield coincided with
the departure of a local freight headed by an unidentified CF7. This was
the only PVRR movement seen. In the engine house was CF7 # 1932 and
in the yard was the truckless remains of PV # 20, a SW1 formerly Boston &
Maine # 1120. At the interchange end of the yard two CR B23-7s, 1932 +
1950 were switching. Noted working on the CR line was a MoW train
consisting of a Fairmont Tamper # BP 2001, track machine (tie
replacement?) # TS 1009 and five gondolas. An eastbound freight behind
two CR SD80OMACSs, headed by # 4122 was also noted.

(Continued on page 9)
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New England 1998
(Continued from page 8)
Our first visit stateside was in 1993 when we went to New York, but,
although we visited Grand Central Terminus and did the conducted tour, we
did not travel on Metro-North. Staying at Waterbury gave us another
opportunity, so the next day we headed off to find our train. The Metro-
North station consists of a raised platform, an awning and a “bus shelter”
alongside the former station building, the latter being occupied by a local
newspaper. Freight services were operated by Maine Central, GP40 # 353
being noted. Our train consisted of a two-car push-pull set with FL9 # 2013
at the country end. Most trains operate a shuttle to Bridgeport, passengers
for New York transferring to an electric service from New Haven. Since our
first visit to Grand Central much refurbishment had taken place; a start
made on replacing the dingy snack bars with more modern and hygienic
facilities. The bank, for many years the assembly point for the highly
popular conducted tours had also gone. One surprising aspect was that
Metro-North tickets could not be purchased with credit cards, only ‘folding
stuff’! About a mile north of Waterbury station is the Naugatuck RR, part of
the RR Museum of New England. This was operating a passenger service
to Thomaston Dam, a trip of about 20 miles. Most services were Alco RS3
hauled, either New York & New Hampshire # 529 or Maine Central # 557.
However, on 11" July, the service was in the charge of GP7 # 1732. Also
visited that day was the Danbury Railway Museum, adjacent to Danbury
Metro-North station. They had two locomotives, New York Central E9A #
4096 and New Haven Alco RS1 # 0673. The latter was giving footplate
rides within the museum yard. Danbury station is a stabling point for Metro-
North and noted in their yard were F10A # 408, 412 and FL9DC # 2007,
2008, 2021 & 2023 — the latter in New Haven livery. The next day we
headed for Dedham, on the south side of Boston, which was to be our base
for the remainder of our holiday. En route we called in at Essex, CT, for the
Valley RR, another tourist operation. The service train was in the charge of
# 40 an Alco 2-8-2 whilst in the yard was # 97 as Alco 2-8-0 # 1246, a MLW
4-6-2 and # 901 a GE 80T. Stuffed and mounted (sorry, that should read
‘preserved’) near the entrance was # 103, a Baldwin 2-6-2.

(Continued on page 10)
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