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NRHS UK Diary 
This diary gives advance notice of NRHS UK Chapter meetings. 

Suggestions for meeting venues to any member of the committee, please. 

 

UK Chapter Officers 
President and National Director Ron Keevil 
020-8979-3733, 07860-232284 
Email: Jillianclose@aol.com 

Secretary Joan Keevil 

Vice President and Newsletter Editor Tim Bourne 
1 St. David's Close, Leverstock Green, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD,  
Herts. HP3 8LU 
(Fax) 07020-971134 
Email: nrhsuk@siam.co.uk  

Treasurer Andrew Biro 
020 8470 9007 
Email: AndrewBiro@aol.com 

Thames Valley Meetings Officer David Collins:  
0118-9690268 
Email: davecollins68@hotmail.com 

Membership Secretary and 
London Meetings Officer David Elliot  
81 Mayow Road, LONDON, SE26 4AA 
020 8699 6181 

Overseas Liaison John White 
The Sidings, St Mary’s Close, Hamstreet, ASHFORD, Kent, TN26 2DX 

When writing to any officer, please remember to supply a stamped addressed 
envelope if you expect a reply. 

Web Site: http://www.siam.co.uk/nrhsuk/ 
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Trans-Atlantic Rails 

United Kingdom Chapter Newsletter  
Vol. 16 No. 2 

March/April 2008 

From the Editor 
Thanks for the contributions, but please keep them coming.. 

Many thanks to those who responded to my appeals for items for publication. I now 
have enough for at least one more issue, which I hope to keep on the normal 
schedule; after that it’s up to you! For this issue, thanks to Michael Hyde and Colin 
Duff; in each case there is more to come. 

Tim. 

NOTE: All photographs are by the author of the article unless stated otherwise. 

In this issue 

A visit to Columbia 2 

New York & Boston with the family 5 

NOTE: As a partial solution to the colour printing problem, each issue 
will now be posted as a PDF file on the chapter web site. 
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RTC COLOMBIA TOUR OCT 2007 

By Michael Hyde 

With much trepidation we set out for Bogota. What would we find? What might 
happen to us? Would we survive and make it 4 days later to Ecuador? 

We found a modern city of 10 million people, we had a good time, and we made it 
to Quito. But more than that, we found a great guy who owned a fleet of steam 
engines which he was so pleased to organise weekend trips for locals and to 
charter to us for photo opportunities wherever possible. 

There is no international tourism to speak of, few souvenirs and only hard to find 
postcards. A friendly but busy community served by a network of motorways, 
flyovers, high speed bus routes usually on dedicated bus lanes and using frequent 
fast bendibuses. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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ARRIVALS and 
DEPARTURES 

This is where we announce rail-related events of possible interest to members 
visiting the USA. If you hear of something of interest to other members, please tell 
the Editor. 

2008 

April 11-13 
NRHS Spring Board Meeting, Syracuse, NY 

June 16-22 
NRHS Annual Convention, Fort Worth/Dallas, TX 

October 31—November 2 
NRHS Fall Board Meeting, Chicago, IL 

There is usually a programme of events run in conjunction with the Board Meetings 
and when we get details we will pass them on. For more details of any of the above, 
please contact Tim Bourne. 

2009 

May 
HRNS Spring Board Meeting, Norwalk, CT 

October 
NRHS Fall Board Meeting, St Louis, MO 

2010 

June 22-26 
NRHS Annual Convention, Scranton PA 

If you’d like colour pictures ... 

We’re sorry that it now seems unlikely that we shall be able to locate a printer 
who will do colour printing of TAR at a sensible price for the small quantity we 
require. We’d be pleased to hear from any member who can suggest one. In the 
meantime, the colour pictures are reproduced on the Fotopic site on the web, with 
a link from our web site, for those who have internet access. 
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Before departing we went into the museum store and having previewed this on the 
Museum’s website I was looking forward to spending some serious money in it. 
Unfortunately I found the store disappointing and a dim shadow of the shop 
attached to the LT Museum (even the temporary shop whilst the museum was 
closed). I came away only with a Metrocard ‘fridge magnet and a 12” by 4” replica 
metal Subway sign for 42nd Street – Grand Central (our “local“ station during this 
visit). On the subject of this sign, whilst in the shop I had to go through the entire 
display stock to find a sample which was not damaged in some way. Upon my 
return to the UK, having previously read about the museum’s various replica signs 
on the website, I went to remove what I thought was protective plastic film. 
Removing the film from the back revealed a flawless shiny black surface, when 
removing the film from the front I was alarmed to see the graphics coming away 
with it. I promptly stopped removing the film and at first thought the film was 
lifting the graphics off the metal. Upon closer inspection I noticed the graphics 
were actually printed onto the film. Of course once such film is lifted it stretches 
and tears and it is not possible to put it back imperceptibly. Another look at the 
museum’s website revealed that whilst bigger signs are supplied with protective 
plastic film the smallest size – the one I bought – are “produced by a different 
process”, which I now know the hard way means printed vinyl overlay. If only the 
sign came with instructions not to remove the film I would not have ruined it and 
note that even on my best sample the film was lifting at the edges which suggested 
it being a protective film to me. The museum will supply by mail order custom 
printed signs. I may yet order a larger, not printed on film, version if they will ship 
it internationally. 

[to be continued] 

New York & Boston with the family 
(Continued from page 13) 

Interior of Gate 
Car #1404, 
Brooklyn Union 
Elevated 
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And through the middle of all this traffic runs a railway line protected by controlled 
crossing barriers. We travelled this line, non-stop through heavy traffic, a thunder 
storm and in the dark in the evening! Fantastic! When it rains you get 5 seconds 
warning and it pours. Then it stops and in between nobody stops or appears to care. 
We did not and enjoyed every moment. 

We had 2 steam runs but not before we had looked around the sheds and played 
trains in the main station yard. The ‘Tren Turistico de la Sabana’ provided 3 locos 
in steam for us. First advancing side by side, several times, then 2 in tandem, then 3 
in line astern. What a sight, a photographers joy and a railfan’s delight. 

Our first country trip was with 1947 Baldwin 2-8-2 No.72 and 4 coaches to 
Briceno. As many stops as we wanted en route. Lunch was taken in the nearby 
theme park - full size model of the Taj Mahal, operating mono-rail, airliner on 
turning column, warship on water, etc. More stops on our return. 

Columbia 
(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The next day a similar ride but behind big sister 1947 Baldwin 4-8-0 No 76. Today 
we rode (many photo-stops of course) to Zipaquira and paid a visit to the salt mine, 
now a Cathedral carved from within the rock. Lunch in the charming town of 
Cajica. 

Next day came a coach ride to Facatativa following the remains of the former line 
which ran to Puerto Salgar. Here we boarded one of 2 railcars. By choice it was 
inside or outside on a 40 KM journey to Cachipay. Uphill through farms, over the 
mountain to cloud forest - brief stop to admire the trees and plants - before 
dropping down into coffee farms and beautiful haciendas, in one of which we had 
lunch. 

All too soon we were off to the airport for our afternoon flight to Quito, Ecuador. 
This part of our tour also featured in the RTC tour to Central America. Those who 
had done this had no problems with doing it again! 

Just one small thing to remember, all the time we were starting at 8,000 ft. 

If you go and ride Eduardo’s trains, tell him I sent you. 

Columbia 
(Continued from page 3) 
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bridges plus a large number of transport related artefacts. However, the best bit for 
me was on the lower platform level - the display of 10 different types of subway 
car which better still are kept on the juice. As one of my enthusiasms is the 
Southern Electric system I know the electrics of preserved stock survive better if 
kept energised. I found out subsequently that the museum has a larger collection of 
subways cars and they are periodically rotated on display, being moved over the 
subway network to do so. The fact that I only discovered this later reinforces my 
two criticisms of an otherwise good museum. Namely that (at least during our visit) 
there was a total absence of “interpretative” staff to assist and ask questions of – 
indeed other than in the pay booth and store no staff were apparent at all. Also if 
there was a comprehensive museum guide. not only was not being pushed but not 
obviously on sale. On display in the platforms during my visit were cars 100 (R1), 
484 (R4), 1404 (Brooklyn Union Elevated), 1612C (BMT type Q), 5760 (R12), 
6095 (BMT type D), 6239 (R15), 6609 (R17), 8013 (R11) and 9306 (R33-WF) plus 
two operational locomotives – one diesel and one steeplecab. One of these 
locomotives is used to switch and ferry the preserved cars to and from store. Due to 
very low lighting levels and restricted space it is not the best place to take 
photographs but this did not stop me doing so, the result being rather grainy but at 
least a valued record of the visit. Photographs are permitted but only for private use 
and tripods are not allowed. 

New York & Boston with the family 
(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 

Exterior of Gate 
Car #1404, 
Brooklyn Union 
Elevated  
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Even if you are not interested in railroads, 
no visit to Manhattan is complete without a 
visit, or pilgrimage if you are a railfan, to 
Grand Central Terminal. Not only is the 
architecture stunning but it is also a great 
place to eat from early in the morning until 
late at night. Of course it was easy for us 
with our hotel being a few blocks away – we 
breakfasted in the station on half of our 
mornings – but we also had a most 
satisfying lunch there one day. This 
mirrored the equally satisfying lunch we had 
in the undercroft of Washington Union 
Station during our family holiday to 
Virginia in 1996. Katherine and Fiona were 
impressed with Grand Central. I had taken a 
lot of photographs in the station in 2004 but given the low lighting levels some of 
them had not come out so well. So for me it was time for “retakes”. 
 
I had hoped to leave the women for a few hours and take an excursion out to the 
Trainword model railroad store in Brooklyn or their associated Trainland store at 
Lynbrook. I did not know (and still do not) the relative merits between the two 
stores but I fancied going to Trainland because it would also get me a trip out on 
the Long Island Railroad. Unfortunately I never managed to fit this in. 
 
On our penultimate morning in New York I persuaded the women in my life to visit 
the New York Transit Museum . Fortunately a museum was indicated due to the all 
day torrential rain and twilight. The New York Transit Museum is in the 
mothballed IND Schermerhorn Street Subway station close to Borough Hall in 
Brooklyn. According to a recent NRHS News I knew members are entitled to free 
admission for an accompanying adult but even though I had my membership card 
with me the admission fee of $5 was so reasonable it seemed churlish to ask for a 
discount. The Transit Museum is similar in function to the London Transport 
Museum in Covent Garden. However, unlike the museum in Covent Garden (at 
least until its recent refurbishment), the museum in Brooklyn majors on the Subway 
system, it being difficult to get large buses down into a Subway station! The 
museum features a number of exhibitions detailing transportation before the 
subway system, the development of the subway system, the bus network and MTA 

New York & Boston with the family 
(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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New York & Boston with the family 

By Colin Duff 

Reading the increasing appeals for material for TAR, my excuse for not 
contributing until now was that other than a brief visit to New York in 2004 I had 
not been to North America since 1999. The railroad related items from the family 
holiday of 1999 were recounted soon after in my “Smokey Mountain Meanderings” 
article in TAR. Also, due to the pressures of life since then I had significantly to 
reduce my hobby and enthusiast activities. So matters relating to North American 
railroads were not so much relegated to the back burner as put into deep freeze. I 
had not even noticed that NRHS Bulletins were not arriving! However, 2007 
presented the prospect of a summer holiday in North America and hopefully the 
chance to incorporate something to do with railroads. Be warned, though, that this 
is not an in-depth hard-core railfan article, merely a second account from me of 
how to slip in rail activities on a family holiday accompanied by three women! 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Just how difficult can arranging a family holiday be? 
 
The opportunity for a holiday in North America this year was prompted by my 
youngest daughter, Fiona. With the advance of time she is now 20 and a student at 
Roehampton University studying to become a primary school teacher. Up until 
1999 it was absolutely true to say that Fiona had made more journeys across the 
Atlantic than on a London bus (…and we do live in north London…!). Well the 
London bus thing was rapidly rectified once she went to secondary school but she 
was frustrated that she had not been to the USA since then. So in the summer of 
2006 she took matters into her own hands and applied to become a Camp 
Counsellor for Camp America for the 2007 Summer Camp season. This 
opportunity would not only get her across the Atlantic but also give her useful 
practical experience with children. She was promptly accepted in principle; this 
meaning she would be going but exactly when and where would not be known until 
the following Spring. 
 
Of course one of the stated advantages of schemes such as Camp America is with 
the benefit of air fares already paid and the earnings received to do some travelling 
in the USA before returning to the UK. Fiona, not wanting to travel alone or to take 
the risk of not making friends to travel with whilst out there, plus realising her 
earnings would not get her far even with the economies that young people are 
happy to accept, decided the best way round this was to invite her parents out to 
join her for a holiday after she had finished. This seemed a good idea to Lesley, my 
wife, and I. Not knowing where and when we initially could not do much planning, 
however as Camp America’s default position is to stage return journeys via New 
York and we had always promised to take both our daughters there (they were 
miffed we had not taken them in 2004) we decided to meet up in New York, do the 
sights together and then maybe move on from there. At this point our eldest 
daughter, Katherine, by now 23 and having finished university secured a good job 
in Berkshire and left home, piped up that as per that unfulfilled promise she wanted 
to come too. As fathers indulging their daughters are wont to do I found myself not 
only agreeing but volunteering to pay for her (even though she is on a decent 
salary) provided she stood us the odd round of coffees and ice creams. So just when 
we thought family holidays were over (at least maybe until grandkids arrive) we 
found ourselves with one back on for 2007. 
 

New York & Boston with the family 
(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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same colour but different numbers 
on a map) during our 2004 visit 
when we let three local trains go 
before we tumbled we had to get 
onto a local, which stopped short 
of our eventual destination, and 
change part way to the express 
which then became a local! 
Although the London 
Underground does something similar, for instance between Baker Street and 
Wembley Park, at least in London the lines are differentiated by different map 
colours as well as by name. To be honest I do not think we got as much value out 
of our seven day Metrocards as we were expecting though we at least broke even. 
 
Given the seasonal temperature we found the subway cars were air-conditioned, but 
by venting into the tunnels, even with regular tunnel vents, the cooler temperatures 
in the subway cars are at the expense of station platforms being even hotter that 
they might otherwise have been. The impending arrival of a train is presaged not 
only by clatter but a bow wave of heat. Katherine was quite taken with the maps on 
some stock which light up to show where you are. 
 
On our second morning first thing we went up the Empire State Building. I think 
this is an excellent way of appreciating the local geography; railroads and railroad 
bridges included if you know where to look for them. You get a good view of the 
western end of Penn Station and a distant view of Sunnyside Yard the other side of 
the East River. We were gifted on this occasion by a bright sunny morning with a 
stiff breeze (= strong wind on the observation gallery!) so visibility was limited 
only by the curvature of the earth. Wonderful! After the Empire State, whilst the 
women disappeared into Macys (the day of doing this was not co-incidental as they 
had noted there was a one day sale on) I went off in search of nearby Gotham 
Model Trains (suite 800A 240 W 35th Street). The “suite 800A” bit of the address is 
the clue not to expect a street level storefront but the entrance is so anonymous it 
did involve a bit of walking up and down until I was convinced I had found the 
entrance. It is fair to state that I did not find Gotham Model Trains to be the best 
model railroad store I have ever been to either in the USA, or indeed the UK, 
however I did indulge myself in buying “holiday souvenirs” of HO scale NJT and 
MetroNorth/CDoT commuter passenger cars and in doing so adding a further 
diversion to my modelling activities. (During our 2004 visit I bought a set of HO 
scale R17 Subway cars as a souvenir.) 

New York & Boston with the family 
(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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so maybe this was similar. Use of another credit card bought two more Metrocards 
and both credit cards worked OK for the remainder of the holiday so Lesley must 
have been right. The need to input a Zip Code to buy a Metrocard caught me on the 
hop as I could not remember the Zip Code of the hotel. I plucked 11201 out of the 
air and the machine accepted it. I then realised that 11201 comes from the 4Cor 
driving motor car that I steward for the Southern Electric Group on the Bluebell 
Railway, but I subsequently discovered it is also a Brooklyn Zip Code, in fact that 
of the New York Transit Museum - of which more later! 
 
Fiona had declined my semi-joking suggestion to make her own way by airport bus 
or Airtrain/Subway into Manhattan so the second order of business was to collect 
her from JFK. Lesley and Katherine did not want to go back out to the airport so 
soon after arriving so they nominated me for the task. As Fiona’s flight was due to 
arrive early evening I decided to do the round trip by the Subway and Airtrain (for 
the latter I would need to buy a pay-per-ride Metrocard). However, mid-afternoon a 
text message from Fiona alerted us to a flight delay and getting my notebook 
computer working on the hotel’s wi-fi network I discovered not only a delay to her 
flight but mass chaos affecting internal flights over the whole of eastern USA due 
to poor weather. Fiona’s flight was showing as two hours late when I left the hotel 
for JFK. Guide books do not recommend use of the Subway to get to and from JFK 
from mid evening onwards (due to frequency of service rather than safety) so I 
instead went for the airport bus. By the time I got to JFK the flight had crept to 
three hours late. I had seen Fiona off from Heathrow to Detroit back in June so 
there was a strange symmetry in meeting her off a flight but on the other side of the 
Atlantic. It was almost 10.30 p.m. by the time Fiona had got her baggage off the 
carousel so we jumped in a yellow taxi for fast ride into Manhattan. At least the 
Expressway is clear at that time of night and Fiona got to see the exciting first 
sights of Manhattan looming, which at night is as spectacular, maybe more, as 
during the day. We got to the hotel around 11 p.m.. Lesley and Katherine had fallen 
asleep watching TV in one room but we woke them. By that time I had been awake 
24 hours. 
 
Our main railroad activity in New York was riding the Subway to get around. On 
both this and our previous visit we rode the subway between the southern tip of 
Manhattan and the upper end of Central Park between the hours of 7am and 11pm 
and have absolutely no reservations nor fear about doing so. Those that use the 
London Underground regularly are bound to feel at home, though we only found 
out the hard way the significance of express and local services (denoted by the 

New York & Boston with the family 
(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 

Trans-Atlantic Rails 7 March/April 2008 

 

 

Nothing much then happened until the New 
Year. Once the dates and locations of the 2007 
NRHS Convention became clear and knowing 
roughly when summer camps were due to end it 
was looking possible to move onto Chattanooga 
after New York. I floated the idea past the 
women in my life and much to my surprise and 
delight, having enjoyed our visit there in 1999, 
they agreed. So I promptly pre-registered for the 
convention. During April Fiona learned she had 
been placed with a camp near Whitehall in 
Michigan but her earliest finishing date was 
almost a week later than anticipated. The knock-
on effect of this would mean we would have to 
cut our intended time in New York in half to get 

to Chattanooga for the start of the convention or alternatively only attend the final 
two days of the convention. 
We felt we could not sacrifice time in New York and only two days at the 
convention was not thought worthwhile, so with apologies due to the organising 
chapter Chattanooga was unfortunately off the agenda. A second knock-on effect of 
the later dates was that Katherine would now need to fly back to London from New 
York and not be travelling further with us as she had a commitment back in the 
UK. This set the eventual trend for this holiday – daughters appearing from and 
disappearing to various places at various times. 
 
In the interim Katherine also took things into her own hands and managed to break 
her North American famine a week ahead of her younger sister (do I suspect sibling 
rivalry?) by contriving at work to get herself sent to a conference in New Mexico 
for a week! 
 
So where to move onto now the NRHS Convention was ruled out? Well I have 
gone on long enough already without getting to the railroad bits so to cut a very 
long iterative process short, New York was set at six nights with Katherine 
departing back to the UK after five of them and then Lesley, Fiona and myself 
would move up to Boston for five nights. Back in 1999 we were happy to share a 
hotel room with our daughters but not so now that they are adults. Therefore, two 
rooms in both cities it had to be and our experience in New York in 2004 meant 
that we would want to do a bit better than a budget hotel. To reduce costs the three 

New York & Boston with the family 
(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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flights across the Atlantic for Lesley, Katherine and myself would mostly be paid 
for by using Tesco Airmiles but this unfortunately meant we would have to arrive 
and depart at the same US airport. So we booked British Airways flights between 
Heathrow and JFK and would need a round trip between New York and Boston. It 
was initially planned that Fiona would be flying back to the UK from JFK the same 
evening as Lesley and I but using Camp America’s arrangements it was unlikely 
she would be able to be on the same flight or even the same airline. 
 
Finally onto railroad matters!  
 
When it came to the journey between New York and Boston it was an absolute no-
brainer! Whilst we have been on quite a few tourist railroads in the USA we have 
never done “real” journey by train. So Amtrak it had to be! I found researching 
train times and then booking tickets via the Amtrak website very user friendly (in 
fact virtually all the holiday was researched and booked using the internet) 
although my first attempt resulted in an error message because I missed selecting a 
drop down box for my contact telephone number to “International”. I turned the 
need for a round trip to my advantage to increase the railroad experience by 
booking a regional service to Boston and Acela Express back. 

Whilst working at summer camp Fiona managed to make good friends and between 
them they hatched a plan to meet up and go travelling after Fiona had been to 
Boston with us. I did point out that as she did not need to get back to Detroit until 
the day after we were leaving she could do it by an overnight train from Boston to 
Detroit (Thruway bus from Toledo) but she opted to come back to New York with 
us and fly out the following day – thus requiring an overnight stay in the big city 
alone. 
 
New York. 
 
The 16th of August saw Lesley, Katherine and myself flying into JFK with Fiona 
due to be flying into JFK from Detroit six hours after us. After a Transatlantic 
flight, an indecently long time to get through Immigration and encumbered by 
luggage (lightly loaded on the outward journey but bulked out more than our own 
needs by several changes of clothing for Fiona) we passed on the Airtrain and 
Subway option into Manhattan and jumped straight into a yellow cab. With three in 
the cab the cost is reasonable and I wanted Katherine to experience the exciting 
first sights of Manhattan looming as you approach on the Long Island Expressway. 

New York & Boston with the family 
(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Our hotel was on 42nd Street two blocks east of Grand Central Terminal so having 
quickly unpacked the first order of business was to nip into GCT Subway station to 
buy travel tickets for the week. Being big city dwellers ourselves we could not 
conceive of staying in another big city without some form of travel pass. Research 
on the MTA website revealed two suitable options, either a pay-per-ride Metrocard 
or a seven day unlimited ride Metrocard. There are pros and cons to both. (The 
following information accurate for August 2007.) With a pay-per-ride card – which 
is re-chargeable during its period of validity – you get 20% more credit than paid 
and is valid on Airtrain at JFK. Also it can be used up to four times at the same 
location at the same time so could be shared, although we felt we would not want to 
delay busy New Yorkers by passing the ticket back over the turnstile because we 
would not want to encounter tourists doing similar on the London Underground 
(not that this is possible). A seven day unlimited Metrocard costs $24 and with each 
Subway or local bus trip costing $2 we felt we would easily make twelve trips 
during our six/seven day stay, however a period of 18 minutes must elapse before 
re-use at the same station or on the same bus route (probably not a problem for a 
sightseeing tourist) and it is not valid on Airtrain. We decided on four seven day 
Metrocards. I could not find a way of buying multiples of the same ticket using a 
machine without making repeat transactions. After buying two Metrocards the 
machine rejected my credit card for the third. I panicked, thinking my card had 
been invalidated only several hours after arriving in the USA but Lesley remarked 
that on London Underground ticket machines you could only use a credit card once 

New York & Boston with the family 
(Continued from page 8) 
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The main 
concourse, 

Grand Central 
Station, New 

York. 


