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NRHS UK Diary 
This diary gives advance notice of NRHS UK Chapter meetings. 

Suggestions for meeting venues to any member of the committee, please. 

 

UK Chapter Officers 
President and National Director Ron Keevil 
020-8979-3733, 07860-232284 
Email: Jillianclose@aol.com 

Secretary Joan Keevil 

Vice President and Newsletter Editor Tim Bourne 
1 St. David's Close, Leverstock Green, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD,  
Herts. HP3 8LU 
(Fax) 07020-971134 
Email: nrhsuk@siam.co.uk  

Treasurer Andrew Biro 
020 8470 9007 
Email: AndrewBiro@aol.com 

Thames Valley Meetings Officer David Collins:  
0118-9690268 
Email: davecollins68@hotmail.com 

Membership Secretary and 
London Meetings Officer David Elliot  
81 Mayow Road, LONDON, SE26 4AA 
020 8699 6181 

Overseas Liaison John White 
The Sidings, St Mary’s Close, Hamstreet, ASHFORD, Kent, TN26 2DX 

When writing to any officer, please remember to supply a stamped addressed 
envelope if you expect a reply. 
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Trans-Atlantic Rails 

United Kingdom Chapter Newsletter  
Vol. 16 No. 4 

July/August 2008 

From the Editor 
My stock of articles is again running low, particularly of visit reports from UK 
members. Something about the 2008 Convention would be especially welcome. 

Thanks for the contributions, but please keep them coming. For this issue, thanks 
again to Chuck Bogart and Colin Duff. 

Tim. 

NOTE: All photographs are by the author of the article unless stated otherwise. 
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RIDING THE TRINITY RAILWAY EXPRESS 
By Charles H Bogart 

I had noticed on Amtrak's Heartland Express timetable that it connected with 
Trinity Railway Express (TRE) at the Ft. Worth Amtrak Station. A call to TRE 
confirmed that I could catch a TRE train at the Amtrak Ft. Worth Depot (FT. Worth 
Intermodal Station) at 1337 and ride it to Dallas Union Depot. At Dallas Union 
Depot I could then catch a ride on Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) on an 
adjacent platform at 1437. The lady assured me that I would have sufficient time to 
take a ride on DART and return to the TRE platform to catch the 1604 TRE train 
back to Ft. Worth for the 1725 Amtrak return trip. 

As I reported, the Heartland Express pulled into Ft. Worth at 1332 just as a TRE 
train came in on the next platform carded for Dallas. I headed for the trackside 
ticket disburser and put in $5.00 for two round trip tickets, just as the TRE 
representative had told me to do when I talked to her on the phone. I then pulled 
Mary Ann on board the TRE train and we headed for Dallas at 1337. The train 
consisted of locomotive #569, a 3000 hp GM F59PHI, a bi-level coach #1056, (cars 
#1050 to #1059 are coaches) and a bi-level MU coach #1004. (Cars #1000 to #1006 
are MU cars) Our coach was 75 percent full, but we were able to find an open seat 
on the upper level as did a grandmother and her grandchild. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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ARRIVALS and 
DEPARTURES 

This is where we announce rail-related events of possible interest to members 
visiting the USA. If you hear of something of interest to other members, please tell 
the Editor. 

2008 

October 31—November 2 
NRHS Fall Board Meeting, Chicago, IL 

2009 

May 
NRHS Spring Board Meeting, Norwalk, CT 

August 10-16 
NRHS Annual Convention, Duluth, MN 

October 
NRHS Fall Board Meeting, St Louis, MO 

2010 

June 22-26 
NRHS Annual Convention, Scranton PA 

There is usually a programme of events run in conjunction with the Board Meetings 
and when we get details we will pass them on. For more details of any of the above, 
please contact Tim Bourne, or visit the main NRHS web site. 

If you’d like colour pictures ... 

We’re sorry that it now seems unlikely that we shall be able to locate a printer 
who will do colour printing of TAR at a sensible price for the small quantity we 
require. We’d be pleased to hear from any member who can suggest one. In the 
meantime, for each issue a PDF file containing the whole issue in colour will be 
posted on the Chapter web site. 
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NRHS Annual Convention 2009 
Duluth, Minnesota—Steam on the Range 

10—16 August, 2009 

All the usual convention activities — museum visits, steam and 
diesel excursions, banquet, etc.— in an area seldom visited.  

Duluth is the home of the Duluth, Missabe & Iron Range 
Railroad, celebrated as the origin of taconite traffic. 

[Right] Rafts on the 
Nantahala River 

[Left] The GSMR train 
approaching the Bryson 
City depot. 

[Previous page] The layover 
at the Nantahala Gorge 
Outdoor Pursuits Center 
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Shortly after we left Ft Worth, a ticket inspector came by checking tickets. The 
grandmother said she did not have a ticket, but she had money to buy a ticket. The 
ticket collector told her she was supposed to buy tickets from the vending machine 
on the platform. She told him she was unaware of this. He asked where she was 
going. She said to Dallas and back and that she was giving her granddaughter her 
first train ride. The ticket taker told her she could ride into Dallas, but to buy a 
ticket when she got there. 

TRE started operations in 1996 running over 9.5 miles of ex Rock Island track 
between Dallas and Irving using thirteen ex VIA Rail Canada Budd RDC units. 
The line is now 32 miles long and extends from the Fort Worth T&P Depot, one 
stop beyond the Ft. Worth Intermodal Station, to the Dallas Union Depot. Ride 
time from one end to the other is 1 hour 5 minutes. The RDC cars were replaced 
with four ex GO Transit F59PH locomotives (#565 to #568), two Bombardier bi-
level MU coaches #1000 to #1001) and ten bi-level coaches (#1050 to #1059) in 
2000. In 2001 TRE added two new F59PHI locomotives (#569 to #570) and four 
new bi-level MU coaches (1002 to #1006). TRE trains run in two or three coach 
configurations. I was told the RDC units remain on property and are used during 
high volume periods. 

The ride from Ft. Worth to Dallas was a typical train ride of looking into industrial 
and residential backyards complimented by forests and streams teeming with 
various birds. The ride was at a leisurely speed and dwell time at most stops was a 
generous 2 minutes. Our train would be full by the time we reached Dallas Union 
Station. Between Ft.Worth Intermodal Station and Dallas Union Depot were seven 
stops, and we constantly let off and took on passengers. 

As the lady had told me, we were into Dallas Union Depot at 1437. On the next 
platform was a DART train. As I prepared to catch DART, Mary Ann informed me 
that she had to powder her nose. We therefore entered Dallas Union Station from 
the side entrance. As we came into the station we found to our left a large staircase 
leading to the second floor. Just beyond the staircase was a large doorway leading 
into the main waiting room. Above this doorway was a sign reading 
"RESTROOMS" and an arrow pointing toward the staircase. Up the staircase we 
went and found two doors, one marked "Men" and the other "Women." 

Trinity Rail Express 
(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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I told Mary Ann I had used the facilities on Amtrak as we had come into Ft. Worth 
and did not need to use the Men's Room. She told me not to wander off and to wait 
right there by the steps. I will admit that in the past I have wondered off in 
situations like this, however, this time I planned to stay in place. No sooner had the 
door closed behind Mary Ann than I had a police officer on either side of me 
wanting to know what I was doing in a RESTRICTED AREA. I said my wife and I 
had come up to use the restroom. They said to come with them. When I asked them 
about my wife, they said another officer would wait for her. I was then escorted 
down the steps where I was interviewed by a sergeant. I carefully looked at the 
steps and saw no sign saying KEEP OUT or RESTRICTED AREA but did observe 
a steady stream of people going up the steps with chairs and tables with no one 
questioning them. (Later I found out there was to be a banquette that night upstairs 
for some VIP). 

As I was being questioned, my ID being examined, and my camera checked, I saw 
Mary Ann standing at the top of the steps looking for me with that "LOOK" on her 
face of "WHERE IN THE HECK DID HE GO NOW?" Where was the cop who 
was supposed to grab her? I waved my arms and she finally saw me, however, the 
look remained on her face as she came down the stairs to chew me out. Before she 
could open fire at me, I told her I had been arrested for being in a restricted area, 
and that we were not supposed to be upstairs. Mary Ann did a quick sweep of the 
area and couldn't find a KEEP OUT sign either. We both got a talking to from the 
cops. They explained the restroom sign meant to go into the next room beyond the 
doorway and not up the stairs. They went on to say that the public rest rooms were 
on the back wall of the main waiting room. They told us that Homeland Security is 
something they take seriously.  

Just as we were turned loose they jumped another guy going up the steps with a 
camera in hand and told him he couldn't go up as it was a restricted area. In looking 
back, I guess if you had a camera you got stopped, otherwise if you were carrying a 
chair or something, you went on up. 

Trinity Rail Express 
(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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The Great Smoky Mountains Railroad 

by Tim Bourne 

As I’ve now retired from consultancy work, my opportunities to tack a few days of 
train-watching on to a business trip are sadly over. With family in the States, 
though, we can manage to find an occasional opportunity for a train trip while on 
holiday over there, and one such was a ride on the Great Smoky Mountains 
Railroad in April this year. 

The GSMR operates over an extensive stretch (53 miles all told) of the Murphy 
Branch of the former Southern Railway, though trains normally run over only part 
of the line from the depot at Bryson City. Bryson City is in North Caroline, only a 
few miles from the eastern entrance to the Smoky Mountains National Park. 

The power for our trip to the Nantahala Gorge was GP9 #1751. The route took us 
over an arm of Fontana Lake, an enormous reservoir, and then along the gorge of 
the Nantahala River, a favourite spot for white-water rafting and canoeing. 

At present all trips are diesel-powered, but work is under way to restore a steam 
engine to working condition. 
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With this encounter with Homeland Security behind us we returned to the train 
platforms. I was concerned about time so I decided to skip riding DART and 
instead settled for shooting pictures of locomotives operating in UP's yard next to 
the depot. At 1600 we reboarded TRE; it was the same consist that brought us 
there, and at 1602 we started the return journey. The train was full as we boarded 
so we had to move to the rear car to find an open seat. At 1602 we were back at Ft. 
Worth Intermodal Station; Mary Ann completed our transaction with Amtrak to get 
us back to Oklahoma City. 

While Mary Ann was dealing with Amtrak, I visited Northern Texas Traction 
Company (NTTC) car #25 on display at the depot. This is the only remaining car of 
the four ordered by NTTC in 1913 from the St. Louis Car Company. NTTC closed 
in 1934, and the car was used as a lakeside summer house until reclaimed by the Ft 
Worth Transportation Authority and returned to its former glory. I also took some 
time to photo rail operations in the adjacent BN-SF yard. 

Trinity Rail Express 
(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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When Mary Ann found me, she informed me that there was no food service at the 
station and that she was not going to eat junk food from the Amtrak snack counter 
on board the train. She let me know that we were going to walk four blocks to the 
Radisson Hotel where she was going to order something to go. (The Amtrak ticket 
agent had told her that was the closest place to go for food.) I quickly abandoned 
my rail photographing, and off we went at a quick pace to get her FOOD! This we 
accomplished and were back to the station with ten minutes to spare before 
Amtrak pulled. 

We both enjoyed the TRE ride and wish we could have ridden the DART and the 
McKinney Avenue Trolley. Hopefully sometime in the future I will have to return 
to Dallas/Ft. Worth for a business meeting. 

Trinity Rail Express 
(Continued from page 5) 
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Some References: 

Amtrak website http://www.amtrak.com/ 

MBI Railroad Color History – Amtrak, author Brian Solomon, publisher Voyageur 
Press, 2004, ISBN 978-0-7603-1765-5 

New York MTA website http://www.mta.info/ 

New York Transit Museum website http://www.mta.info/mta/museum/index.html 

highly recommended New York Subway enthusiasts’ website http://
www.nycsubway.org/ 

Tracks of the New York City Subway, compiled and published privately by Peter 
Dougherty, 2007, http://www.nyctrackbook.com 

Subway Cars of the BMT, author James Clifford Greller, published by Xplorer 
Press, date ?, ISBN 0-9645765-1-1 

New York Subways Centenary Edition, author Gene Sansone, publisher The John 
Hopkins University Press, 2004, ISBN 0-8018-7922-1 

Interborough Fleet, author Joe Cunningham, publisher Xplorer Press, 1997, 
ISBN 0-9645765-3-8 

MBI Railroad Color History – Long Island Railroad, author Stan Fischler, 
publisher Voyageur Press, 2007, ISBN 978-0-7603-2685-5 

Gotham Model Trains website http://www.gothammodeltrains.com/ 

Trainworld/Trainland website http://www.trainworld.com/ 

MBTA website http://www.mbta.com/ 

Charles Ro Supply Company http://www.charlesro.com/ 

Railroad Picture archives http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/ 

Trainweb A-Z index http://www.trainweb.org/members/index/index.html 
 
Steam Powered Video’s Comprehensive Railroad Atlas of North America – North 
East USA 3rd edition, author Mike Walker, published by Steam Powered 
Publishing, 1995, ISBN 1 874745 00 5 

New York & Boston with the family 
(Continued from page 10) 
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Taking the cab was a big mistake and Lesley really ought to know by now to listen 
to me! Once through the Midtown Tunnel the Long Island and Van Wyck 
Expressways were gridlocked. Fortunately we were still ahead of time and had a 
cab driver who knew the back-doubles, so we arrived at JFK just on time to check 
our bags in; safe for the flight back to Heathrow so concluding a very successful – 
maybe this time the last - family holiday. 
 
Fiona flew out to Detroit the next day. She could have done with that pay-per-rode 
Metrocard because she had to take the Subway/Airtrain as the airport bus was not 
running. With her friends she went on a ”road trip” from Detroit to Denver and 
back. I did ask her to call into Caboose Hobbies (another large model railroad 
store) whilst in Denver but her response was rather withering. 
 
Postscript 
 
As I am approaching my mid-50s I feel I ought to be prioritising my time going to 
places I have yet to visit rather than re-visit places to where I have already been. 
Yet there is so much to do in the New York and Boston areas there is still much 
unfinished business. Aside from more touristy things I would quite like to spend 
days travelling out on the Subway, Long Island Railroad, Metro North (both to 
upstate New York and Connecticut) and New Jersey Transit, plus the same for the 
“T” in Boston and MBTA in Massachusetts, though I doubt if Lesley would want 
to join me on such trips. Since our return, taking advantage of the extremely good 
rate of exchange, I have imported an HO scale Acela train (only one business car 
short of prototypical formation) and an AEM-7 loco plus Amfleet cars in phase V 
livery. Now I must find out how to model catenary. Oh, and NJT, Metro North 
MTA, CDoT and MBTA model locos are also in hand. 
 
The Fiona that returned to the UK ten days after us was a more mature and 
confident version of the one that left for the USA three months previously. Having 
to fly across the Atlantic alone, meet, work with and make friends with strangers, 
plus arrange travel for and then get herself part-way across a large continent (three 
times), plus survive alone in New York for a day, was hugely beneficial. 
Furthermore, she has been invited by her friends back to Michigan for New Year 
and she has already booked her flights (though she has to find the cost out of what 
we are already contributing to her for university). Finally, when in New York alone 
she chose, amongst other ways of filling her time, to re-visit Grand Central! 

New York & Boston with the family 
(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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New York & Boston with the family 

By Colin Duff 

(continued from the previous issue) 
 
The return to New York 
 
I do worry about missing a flight due to being delayed on the way to the airport and 
that worry increases the greater the distance I am from the airport. I had booked us 
on train 2159 Acela Express service leaving Back Bay at 9.20 a.m. and arriving in 
New York at 12.45 p.m. This should leave us with about two and a half hours to 
kill in Manhattan before we needed to leave for JFK but it also would give us a 
reasonable recovery time in case of delay. We could not help but notice that the day 
Fiona arrived from Detroit was not the only day that internal flights were badly 
disrupted so this further reinforced my decision not to fly. However, I did not know 
Amtrak’s reliability and punctuality record between New York and Boston, nor 
could I find anything about it. Furthermore I could find no equivalent of “real time 
information” for Amtrak services on the internet. Ultimately, if we got to the 
station on our last morning and found trains not running or severely delayed we just 
had time to hire a car and drive to JFK, though that still left the risk of a severe 
delay to the train part way. 
 
We got to Back Bay station south end about half an hour before our train and sat in 
the limited waiting area. Lesley periodically thought it was catching fire but from 
the oily blue smoke I reckoned it was due to the diesel hauled commuter services 
passing through underneath. We did not know if it was the done thing to go onto 
the platform early but people started going down with about 10 minutes to go so we 
followed them. This gave me the opportunity to watch three MBTA commuter 
services pass through on their way to South Station, one of which had double-deck 
passenger cars. Fiona’s favourite colour is purple so she was quite taken with 
MBTA stock, though she admits – having been dragged to railroad museums in the 
past - that the Atlantic Coast Line livery has far more purple. 
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Our train glided in on time and very impressive it looked too. Our first impression 
of the bright interior was very favourable, definitely world class, but then its 
European ancestry was familiar. As the train was fairly empty we had no difficulty 
finding room for our luggage and comfortable (coach layout) seats together. The 
conductor came to check our tickets and was brusque to the point of rudeness that 
we had not signed them. As we had not been asked to do this on our outward trip 
we were not expecting to have to. This train was scheduled also to call at Route 
128, Providence, New Haven and Stamford; its ultimate destination being 
Washington DC arriving at 3.45 p.m. The train was reasonably full after 
Providence. In contrast to the outward trip I was not spell-bound by the view out of 
the window and instead preferred to do some word processing on my notebook 
computer, preparing some material for the Southern Electric Group website. Have 
power socket – want to use it and the ride was so smooth that using the seat back 
table for such work was feasible. I did rather fancy having my photo taken whilst 
working on the notebook on the train, loading it onto the computer and then e 
mailing it from the train to fellow train fans back in the UK. Sad I know, but this 
boast was prevented because although I could find a wi-fi network on the train I 
could not find a way to the internet from it. 
 
Given that this was an express service our progress was not impressive as there 
were periods of slow running. By New Haven we were 10 minutes late. The 
businessman sitting next to me said he once been turfed out at New Haven due to 
problems on the line and had to return to Boston. This fuelled my fears about 
missing the flight. Hopefully things would improve after New Haven. They did not 
and progress was still frustratingly slow. At one point, after a stop in the middle of 
nowhere, we inched forward and it was then that I noticed our conductor in the 4ft 
of the adjacent track waving us past and talking into his walkie-talkie. Crumbs, I 
thought, something is wrong with the train and we are not going to make it back to 
New York in time. The train stopped again, presumably for the conductor to be 
picked up and we proceeded at less than impressive pace. This side of New Haven 
at numerous locations there were plenty of white trucks lineside and men in hi-vis 
jackets. Delays were due to PW work then.  

New York & Boston with the family 
(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Once into commuter territory we were clearly on the slow line at times. Given that 
the train not only had PA but visual PIS (which was constantly busy churning out 
adverts and promotions) at no time was there any explanation nor apology for the 
delays – a very black mark for Amtrak customer service. The PW work ended at 
Shell Tower but the remainder of the line into New York is hardly a high speed 
stretch. We arrived at Penn Station twenty minutes late but that still left most of our 
“recovery time” intact. Our overall impression of the Acela Express – a really nice 
smooth train but in this instance not an express and a lamentable lack of 
information even though the technology to deliver it clearly existed. 
 
Back in the Big Apple 
 
Our plans were to have lunch in the vicinity of Penn Station, part with Fiona, and 
then to head out to JFK. We would need to do something with our luggage whilst at 
lunch. Upon enquiring I found that the checked baggage counter also doubled as 
left-luggage (but only for Amtrak ticket holders), except it is confusingly known as 
parcel check - $4.50 per item for the first 24 hours. The way our bags were taken 
and set aside without dockets being applied immediately made me worry we would 
never see them again but it worked out OK. 
 
Lunch was a solemn affair. Lesley and Fiona were clearly concerned about the 
impending parting as they are normally of bubbly disposition but now they were 
unusually quiet. I will admit to having a lump in my throat too. I know she is 20, an 
adult and had just spent almost two and a half months in the USA without us, but in 
a small way she is still our little girl, etc. So after lunch we parted on Seventh 
Avenue, Fiona striding off on her way to the Vanderbilt YMCA near Grand Central 
to spend 24 hours in New York alone. As we were outside Penn Station I suggested 
LIRR and Airtrain but the upset Lesley was not keen. Our luggage was rather bulky 
by now and she did not fancy chopping and changing whilst lugging it. By the way, 
we had not actually exceeded our import duty limit as most of our purchases, 
including my model railroad items, were of low value. The bulkiness was due to us 
taking back more of Fiona’s clothing than we had brought out with us. Discretion 
being the better part of valour, etc, I left Lesley by the cab rank whilst I retrieved 
the baggage and then we joined the queue for a cab. As we now did not need it we 
should have given Fiona that pay-per-ride Metrocard with credit remaining on it 
but by then it was too late. 
 

New York & Boston with the family 
(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 


